How many physicians will be needed to provide medical care for older persons? Physician manpower needs for the twenty-first century.
To estimate the number of full-time-equivalent (FTE) physicians and geriatricians needed to provide medical care in the years 2000 to 2030, we developed utilization-based models of need for non-surgical physicians and need for geriatricians. Based on projected utilization, the number of FTE physicians required to care for the elderly will increase two- or threefold over the next 40 years. Alternate economic scenarios have very little effect on estimates of FTE physicians needed but exert large effects on the projected number of FTE geriatricians needed. We conclude that during the years 2000 to 2030, population growth will be the major factor determining the number of physicians needed to provide medicare care; economic forces will have a greater influence on the number of geriatricians needed.